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Soldiers Clash With Nigerians in Bakasi Peninsula 


AB1508142195 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Another incident is reported 
between the Nigerian soldiers and Cameroonian gen- 
darme. The incident took place at the border between the 
two countries in the conflict area of the Bakas: Penin- 
sula. Several people were killed during the clash on the 
Cameroonian side. Anasthasie Kengue has the details: 


[Kengue] It is the NGGERIAN NEWS AGENCY [NAN] 
that announced the news. Reports said several people 
were killed on the Cameroonian side and only one 
dead on the Nigerian side. The Nigerian official media 
blamed the killings in the clashes on the Cameroonian 
gendarme who recorded a heavy death toll. NAN added 
that bodies were seen floating in the waters surrounding 
the Bakasi Peninsula. However, the Nigerian military 
spokesman, who confirmed the news, said that this was 
just a scuffle that took place at the beginning of this 
month but he did not give any detail on the death toll. 
[passage omitted] 


Further Reportage on ‘Bloodless’ Coup by Military 


AB1508154095 Paris AFP in English 
1505 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sao Tome, Aug 15 (AFP) — 
Rebel soldiers ousted Sao Tome and Principe President 
Miguel Trovoada in a bloodless coup Tuesday [15 
August] and vowed to restore order in the West African 
island nation. 


Diplomatic sources said Trovoada, Defense and Interior 
Minister Alberto Paulino and three other cabinet mem- 
bers had been arrested and were being held at the Armed 
Forces headquarters. 


"We have taken power in order to restore order in the 
country," a Western diplomat quoted a spokesman for 
the coup leaders as saying in a radio message. 


The coup spokesman had said the situation in the two 
islands was "catastrophic," but that foreign nationals 
living in the former Portuguese colony had no reason to 
worry as they would not be harmed. 


The spokesman, who was not identified, made no 
mention of the fate of Trovoada and members of his 
cabinet. 


A civil servant at the Portuguese Embassy told the 
Portuguese news agency LUSA that she had seen 
nothing unusual in the streets and that the situation 
appeared calm. 
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A diplomat stationed in Sao Tome said the military 
had announced a curfew and the suspension of internal 
flights as we!! as ordering censorship of the media in a 
radio broadcast. 


According to witnesses, rebel troops took up positions 
around the presidential palace at around 2:30 a.m. 
(0130 GMT) and took control of the national radio and 
television stations as well as key intersections in the 
capitai where around 30,000 people live. 


Other witnesses said explosions were heard in the 
capital. However they were unable to pinpoint their 
location or say who was responsible. 


Lusa said that the country’s 130,000 inhabitants were 
asked to remain home shortly after the coup. It added 
that the Army, a sinall unit comprising only 600 troops 
led by seven captains, was also in control of the main 
economic centers. 


Lusa said that the coup could have been plotted by 
young Army officers unhappy with t.e political situ- 
ation. 


Prime Minister Carlos Graca was said to be on the island 
of Principe where he was to attend local festivities. 


In Lisbon, the Portuguese Foreign M‘» stry said it hoped 
institutional normality would be returned to its former 
colony, and sources close to Portuguese Prime Minister 
Anibal Cavaco Silva said Lisbon was monitoring the 
situation carefully. 


Portuguese President Mario Soares ordered one of his 
aides to get in contact with the putchists, Lusa reported. 


Sao Tome and Principe was discovered in 1471, becom- 
ing a Portuguese colony in 1522 before finally gaining 
independence on July 12, 1975. 


Trovoada, 58, had led the country since April 3, 1991 
and recently called for a government of national unity 
to tackle the problems facing one of Africa’s poorest 
countries. 


In October, the former monopoly party the Movement 
for the Liberation of Sao Tome e Principe (MLSTP) 
won general elections forcing a period of cohabitatiou 
between Trovoada and Graca. 


In July, Justice Minister Manuel Vaz Fernandes resigned 
and sources said he might head the campaign of former 
President Manuel Pinto da Costa for the presidential 
election scheduled for early next year. 


The country, which relies heavily on its cocoa, copra 
and coconut trade, has been in recent months gripped 
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with a crippling economic crisis. Civil servants, includ- 
ing teachers and doctors have staged several strikes in 
which 


Rebels Impose Curfew, Ban Flights, Censor Media 


AB1508134195 Paris AFP in English 
1329 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Libreville, 15 Aug (AFP) — 
Soldiers who seized power in Sao Tome and Principe 
on Tuesday [15 August] have imposed a curfew in the 
tiny West African island nation, a diplomat stationed 
there said. 


In a radio broadcast, the military also announced it 
was banning flights through the country’s airspace 
and ordering military censorship of the media, the 
diplomat, who was interviewed by telephone from 
nearby Libreville, Gabon, said. 


Junta Leader Issues Statement 


LD1508154295 Lisbon RDP Antena 1 Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1500 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have at last heard the 
intentions of the military behind the coup in Sao Tome 
and Principe. So far, the archipelago is in quarantine, 
there is a curfew, access to banks and finance institutions 
is restricted, and a national salvation government is 
about to be declared. These are the main points in a 
communique released by the military behind the coup. 
The communique was read minutes ago by Lieutenant 
Almeida of the Sao Tomean Army: 


[Begin Almeida recording] In the early hours of today, 
15 August 1995, members of the Sao Tome military 
took over the country due to the situation of general 
crisis. As you all are aware, the country has become 
ungoverned recently because of the lack of institutional 
loyalty, the lack of seriousness, and the lack of trans- 
parency in administering the country’s wealth. All of 
this was a result of the selfishness and individualism 
demonstrated by some Sao Tomeans who forgot the 
country and the people of Sao Tome and Principe. 


In a peaceful manner and without spilling any blood, 
the situation is under our control and very soon we will 
let the country know the composition of the national 
Salvation junta. 


We would like to ask everybody to observe strictly the 
following rules: 


First, institutions must carry on their usual business 
except banks and savings banks. 


Second, all departures and arrivals in the country are 
cancelled. 
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Third, any statement to the media will be banned unless 
it has permission from the institutionalized authority. 


Fourth, diplomatic representations and their members, 
international organizations and organizations alike are 
protected. 


Fifth and last, a curfew must be observed all over the 
country from 2000 today. [end recording] 


Prime Minister Says He Is Home, ‘Calm’ 


LD1508160095 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1500 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sao Tome’s President of Miguel 
Trovoada and the deposed government are now under 
the control of the putschists. Prime Minister Carlos 
de Graca is not disturbed by the events, his words 
sound calm in an interview with our correspondent Joao 
Rameirinho: 


[Begin recording] [De Graca] The situation is calm. 
I was attending a celebration in Principe when it all 
happened. I arrived today, the military went to fetch 
me and brought me home. I am well. I have not been 
in touch either with the members of my government 
or with the president, or with the military themselves 
and therefore all I can tell you is that I am well, | 
am at home, I am calm, but cannot make any political 
Statements and neither have I any information to do it. 


{[Rameirinho] Can you go out? 


[De Graca] I have not asked yet to go out. I am resting 
and will only know that tomorrow morning when I try 
to go out. They have not told me anything and I have 
not asked it yet. 


[Rameirinho] Therefore, you do not consider yourself 
under house arrest? 


[De Graca] No, so far, I do not consider myself under 
house arrest. [end recording] 


Military Spokesman on Reasons for Takeover 


AB1508192995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of Sao Tome 
and Principe has been overthrown in what appears to 
have been a bloodless coup. It ends the island's four- 
year experiment with multiparty rule and also, it seems, 
the presidency of Miguel Trevoada, whose government 
has been struggling with severe economic problems. 
Here is Alice Martin: 
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[Begin recording] [Martin] I understand that at 3 a.m. 
this morning, troops from the central barracks in Sao 
Tome stormed the presidential palace in what turned 
out to be a bloodless coup. Members of the government 
are currently under house arrest, including the prime 
minister, Carlos da Graca, who was flown back from 
neighboring Principe Island, where he was attending 
annual celebrations. Earlier, I spoke to a lawyer based 
in the capital, Angelo Bonfi, and asked him if the troops 
were on the streets: 


[Bonfi] Yes, they are. At this moment, they have 
occupied the palace and the Parliament, the radio, and 
some streets in central town [as heard] have been closed. 
The president has been taken into prison in the main 
central barracks of the soldiers, and negotiations are 
going on with the president. 


[Martin] The spokesman for the soldiers is Sub- 
Lieutenant Manuel Almeida, who announced the coup 
d’etat on the radio and television. A short while ago, 
he told us why he had launched the takeover: 


[Almeida, speaking in Portuguese fading into English 
translation] Basically, our reasons are that the country 
is in a serious crisis, and that there is a lack of loyalty 
and sincerity in the management of public affairs. All 
these evils provoked us into thinking that, as military 
men, we could take direct action to help the country. 


[Martin] When Sub-Lt. Almeida was asked if there were 
any political figures behind the takeover, he answered: 


[Almeida, speaking in Portuguese fading into English 
translation] No, no. We are only junior officers. I can’t 
give you a list of names, but we've formed a com- 
mission. For the moment, there are two people in the 
commission: myself and Sub-Lieutenant Fernando Pon- 
teish, otherwise known as Crack Shot. We've taken on 
‘he responsibility of running affairs. We are negotiating 
to try and reach a consensus. In short, we soldiers have 
formed a junta of national salvation. 


{Martin} The Sao Tome Army has about 600 men. 
Under the previous president, Pinto da Costa, it was 
twice that size and included soldiers from Angola and 
Guinea-Bissau. President Da Costa retired from politics 
shortly before presidential and parliamentary elections 
were held in 1991. The Armed Forces are largely 
based on the main island of Sao Tome, with some 
elements acting as policemen on the secondary islands 
of Principe and Rolas. I asked Manuel Santana of the 
BBC's Portuguese service how powerful a force they 
were: 


[Santana] Given that it is such a small island, it would be 
very easy for even just 600 elements to take over. At the 
moment, we don’t know necessarily who is politically 
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behind them. They may resent the loss of power that 
has happened in these last four years. Also, being a 
new generation of Army officers, they feel before the 
political squabbling that the country needs to be unified 
— this is their expression — and they feel that they are 
the ones who can provide the answer. 


[Martin] Is it likely that the former president, President 
Pinto da Costa, is behind this? 


[Santana] There is nothing to point the finger at such 
an action, but I would not be surprised if the military 
people who have done this takeover would approach the 
former president to see whether he could be person to 
resume the control of the country. After all, one of the 
things that have been said recently is that, although there 
was no democracy until four years ago, while Pinto da 
Costa was in power, Sao Tome did not experience this 
sort of economic problems that they are experiencing at 
the moment. 


[Martin] Sao tome has a foreign debt in the region 
of $200 million. The country’s sole crop is cocoa, 
and export revenues have decreased rapidly since the 
1980’s; and former President Pinto da Costa’s relations 
with Angola, one of the country’s main foreign aid 
donors, were strong, but those relations have suffered 
in recent years, as Manuel Santana explains: 


[Santana] Sao Tome still relies very much on Angola 
for oil, for instance, and that’s why there have been 
sO many power cuts over the last few months, because 
Sao Tome is completely dependent on Angola for oil 
supplies, and it is a very well known fact that Pinto 
da Costa, the former president, used to have possibly 
the right contacts in the Angolan Government. I am 
not saying that he’s going to be the Messiah to save 
Sao Tome. I’m jus! saying that he’s very likely to be 
one of the persons to be approached by the military. 
Whether he will be able to unify the country, I’m not 
so sure, but clearly, there’s an understandable tendency 
in human nature to look back to the past as things are 
really getting worse and worse. [end recording] 


Junta Leader’s Names Announced 


LD1508200495 Lisbon RDP Antena I] Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Sao Tomean putschists have 
named the members of the national salvation junta. War- 
rant Officer Fernando Fortes made the announcement 
moments ago: 


[Begin Fortes recording] The leader is [first name 
indistinct} Quinta de Almeida, his deputy is Warrant 
Officer Ferrando Pontes, then Lieutenant Orlando das 
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Neves, Lieutenant Justino Lima, and finally Officer 
Cadet Jose Maria. [end recording] 


The members of the junta met diplomatic representa- 
tives in Sao Tome and stated that their role is only tem- 
porary. 


Coupists To Create ‘National Salvation Junta’ 


MB1508204695 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The situation in Sao Tome and 
Principe, where a group of soldiers led by Lieutenants 
Quintes de Almeida and Fernando Pontes took power, is 
described as calm. A curfew is presently in force from 
2000 to 0600 hours, as decreed by the forces that have 
assumed power. 


The coup leaders have said they will create a national 
salvation junta as soon as possible to lead the country. 
This was announced by Lt. Almeida, one of the coup’s 
strongmen. Almeida had this to say about the problems 
that led to today’s events in Sao Tome and Principe: 


[Begin recording] [Almeida] The problem is the serious 
crisis that affects the country and the lack of loyalty 
ald sincerity in the management of public affairs, as 
we stressed in the communique. 


{Unidentified correspondent] How long will you remain 
in power? 


[Almeida] At the moment, we cannot say exactly how 
long we will remain in power. 


[Correspondent] Has any provisional government been 
formed? 


[Almeida] In the coming hours, we will announce the 
establishment of a national salvation junta. 


[Correspondent] Will this junta be established today? 


[Almeida] Possibly this evening or early tomorrow 
morning. I would like to take this opportunity to inform 
the Sao Tomean community living in Angola that 
there are no problems at all. The country is open to 
cooperation and the involvement of both national and 
foreign citizens. What we want is cooperation to develop 
the country. [end recording] 


Junta Member: President Being ‘Well Treated’ 
LD1508204895 Lisbon RDP Antena ! Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2000 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sao Tome President Miguel 
Trovoada is under military arrest at a secret location 
but is being well treated: 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified junta member] We 
are treating him as a person who fought for the 
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independence of the country, a man who was the 
president of our country. 


{Unidentified correspondent] What is the junta aiming 
to do next? To set up a new government, a government 
of national unity? 


[Junta member] Yes, we aim to set up a government, a 
government of national unity. 


[Correspondent] What sort of support do you have? 


[Junta member] We have all the support from the 
structure that allows the running of the country. 


[Correspondent] Do you mean political parties or are 
you talking about a military government? 


[Junta member] We are talking about people who can 
work toward development in our country. 


[Correspondent] The junta has been meeting political 
parties during the course of the day. What have you 
achieved so far? 


[Junta member] We have spoken to some parties that 
have demonstrated an interest in negotiating with us. 


[Correspondent] What about former president Manuel 
Pinto da Costa? What is his role? Has he been in touch 
with you? 


{Junta member] I believe he made a statement and said 
he will be a go-between. 


[Correspondent] When will the talks start? 


{Junta member] I believe they will start tomorrow 
because I do not think we can start tonight. [end 
recording] 


Envoy to Portugal: ‘No Reason’ for Coup 


LD1508221895 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] (Correspondent Jose Ro- 
drigues dos Santos] With me in the studio is Arlindo 
Gomes, the Sao Tomean ambassador to Lisbon. Good 
evening ambassador. 


[Gomes] Good evening. 


[Dos Santos] Do you represent the new regime? That is 
to say, if you receive orders from Sao Tome will you 
obey them? 


[Gomes] If I receive orders... 
[Dos Santos, interrupting] From the new regime. 


[Gomes] From the new regime. At the moment I am 
not in a position to talk about the new regime because 
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1 do not know what kind of regime it is. The situation 
is very confused. There is no clear information, so, as 
far as I am concerned there is no reason for speaking 
of a new regime. I have heard that a group of officers 
took over power and issued a couple of communiques. | 
believe that the elected democratic institutions have not 
been disbanded, at least formally, so... 


[Dos Santos, interrupting) Mr. Ambassador, let us 
suppose the new strong man, Warrant Officer Almeida, 
rings you up or faxes you with instructions to adopt 
a position — toward the Portuguese Government, for 
example. What will you do? Will you follow his 
instructions? 


[Gomes] No, I could not follow his instructions because 
I do not know who Warrant Officer Almeida is. I know 
that he is a member of the Armed Forces and that 
he speaks for a group of soldiers who have reportedly 
staged a coup d’etat. But from an institutional standpoint 
I do not know who Warrant Officer Almeida is. [passage 
omitted] 


[Dos Santos] What went wrong in Sao Tome for this 
coup to be brought about? 


[Gomes] It is hard to say what the precise cause was. 
I believe that the communique speaks of indiscipline 
and lawlessness, and of the circumstances in which the 
people live. So I really do not know. 


[Dos Santos] But do you agree that living standards are 
low. 


[Gomes] The country’s situation is critical. Undoubt- 
edly, the country’s economic and financial situation is 
critical. But that is no reason to stage a coup d'etat. 
[passage omitted] 


Drug Smuggling Ring Possibly Rehind Coup 


LD1508175695 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 
in Portuguese to Europe 1500 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] An investiga- 
tion into drugs smuggling may be behind the coup in 
Sao Tome and Principe. Sources very close to the de- 
posed president have stated that the drugs ring inciuded 
Portuguese companies and personalities linked to a po- 
litical party in Sao Tome. Let us hear more about it 
from Antonio Pacheco: 


[Pacheco] There was an enquiry under way in Sao 
Tome, which involved former members of the Sao Tome 
Government linked to the local Party of Democratic 
Convergence [PCD] as well as some Portuguese com- 
panies. The enquiry was into drugs smuggling between 
Sao Tome and Lisbon. [passage omitted] 
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There is an interesting development concerning the mil- 
itary involved in the coup, they are now keeping quieter. 
We have tried to contact their general headquarters and 
it seems that they have already agreed about too much 
publicity about the case and seem to be more careful 
about any information coming out. [passage omitted] 


[Announcer] Pacheco managed to speak this afternoon 
to one of the military involved in the coup in Sao Tome 
and Principe. He telephoned the headquarters where the 
president and his relatives are kept under arrest: | 


[Begin recording] [Warrant Officer Cravo] The coup 
came as a result of the general crisis in Sao Tome, the 
lack of institutional loyalty, and the lack of seriousness 
in administering the country. 


{Pacheco] Is there any chance that the old order may 
be restored? Can President Trovoada [correcting name 
per monitor recheck] return to office or are you thinking 
about deposing him? 


[Cravo] He will not be returned to office. 
[Pacheco] Who is heading the movement? 
[Cravo] Navy Warrant Officer Almeida. 


[Pacheco] What was his previous role within the Armed 
Forces? 


{Cravo] He was a head of navy services. 


[Pacheco] Are those under arrest in good health? Are 
the president, the former president Trovoada, and the 
prime minister in good health? 


[Cravo] They are all in good health. 
[Pacheco] When will they be released? 
[Cravo] We have not decided yet. [end recording] 


[Announcer] That was Warrant Officer Cravo. President 
Miguel Trovoada is still under airest and Prime Minister 
Carlos da Graca is under house arrest in Sao Tome. His 
home his surrounded by soldiers. 


We have been informed that the remaining members 
of the government have freedom of movement and a 
meeting is taking place at the moment involving several 
ministers. 


Coupists Want To Begin ‘Legal’ Negotiations 


AB1508221995 Paris AFP in French 
2015 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sao Tome, 15 Aug (AFP) 
— Military sources in Sao Tome have disclosed that 
the soldiers who staged today’s coup ii. Sao Tome 
and Principe wish to start negotiations tomorrow [16 
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August} with legal institutions on the formation of a 
national salvation regime. According to the sources, 
the soldiers wish to hold discussions with the legal 
government, the National Assembly, and even President 
Miguel Trovoada, on the formation of a regime to 
govern the country. 


According to military sources, those who staged the 
coup are led by five young officers, including two 
lieutenants — they are indeed lieutenants — Fernando 
Sousa Ponte and Quintas de Almeida. They arrested 
President Trovoada at dawn. According to those close to 
the officers, the latter want the next regime to be made 
up of soldiers and civilians. 


In a brief statement to newsmen, Lieutenant Ponte 
reaffirmed that today’s "coup was different from other 
coups which have hitherto been staged in Africa, 
because there were no deaths, no wounded persons, and 
no mistreatment.” 


It has also been learned that the head of state’s wife was 
given permission to visit her husband this afternoon at 
Army headquarters, where he has been held since his 
arrest. 


A diplomatic source has disclosed that for their part, the 
Embassy of Portugal, the former colonial power, and 
the Angolan Embassy are trying to establish contact 
between those who staged the coup and the legal 
institutions. 


Trovoada’s Wife Invited To Join Junta 


LD1508224995 Lisbon RDP Antena 1 Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2200 GMT 15 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Helena Trovoada, the wife of 
the deposed Sao Tomean President Miguel Trovoada, 
told us moments ago that her husband is still being held 
at the military headquarters. She took him some dinner 
moments ago and said that Miguel Trovoada is well 
and that she expects him to be released tomorrow. Mrs. 
Trovoada also told us that Trovoada was invited to be a 
member of the national salvation junta but declined the 
invitation. 


Coupists Begin Talks With Political Parties 


AB/608121395 Paris AFP in English 
1154 GMT 16 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sao Tome, 16 Aug (AFP) 
— Rebel soldiers who seized power in Sao Tome 
and Principe in a bloodless coup began negotiations 
Wednesday [16 August] with the country’s various 
political parties in hopes of setting up a government 
Of national unity. 


The talks, which were being held behind closed doors 
at the defense ministry, began with a meeting between 
leaders of Tuesday’s coup and a delegation from the 
Social Democratic Party led by Prime Minister Garlos 
Graca. 


The social democrats have 27 seats in parliament, the 
largest number in the 55-seat assembly. 


The coup leaders were later expected to meet separately 
with members of the two opposition groups in parlia- 
ment, the Democratic Convergence Party (DCP) and the 
Independent Democratic Action (IDA). 


They said earlier that their aim was to set up.a 
government of national salvation made up of military 
and civilian officials who would then have 90 days to 
organize general elections. 


Zaire 


Burundi, Rwanda Attack on Refugee Camps 
‘Imminent’ 


AB1508212495 Paris AFP in English 
2116 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa Aug 15 (AFP) —- 
Zaire charged on Tuesday [15 August] that a joint 
military force set up by Rwanda and Burundi was about 
to launch a tank and rocket attack on camps for Hutu 
refugees from both countries on its territory. 


The attack was "imminent," a Deputy Prime Minister 
Gerard Kamanda Wa Kamanda said in a statement. 


Kamanda, who is in charge of toreign affairs, said the 
government had called in the charges d’ affaires of both 
Burundi and Rwanda in order to “draw the attention 
of the two governments concerned to the worsening of 
tension on the border between Zaire and its two eastern 
neighbours. 


The statement said that Zaire could call for a meeting 
of the UN Security Council if the situation continued to 
worsen. 


There was no immediate reaction to the Zairean state- 
ment from the governments in either Rwanda or Bu- 
rundi. 


Thousands of Hutus who fled Rwanda last year in the 
wake of a genocial war set off by the previous Hutu 
led regime there, and eventually won by forces of the 
minority Tutsi group, are still living in camps in Zaire. 


The camps also house a number of refugees from 
Burundi, which like Rwanda is home to two main ethnic 
groups, the Hutus and the Tutsis. There have recently 
been fears that similar bloodshed to that seen in Rwanda 
last year could spread to Burundi. 


This report may conta'n copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owncrs. 
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Somalia 


Somaliiand’s Egal Launches Attacks on Issa Rebels 


AB1508224095 Paris AFP in French 
1650 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Djibouti, 15 Aug (A!'P) — Ra- 
dio Hargeysa, the radio which supports "President" Mo- 
hamed Egal, monitored in Djibouti today announced that 
“government” forces of the self-proclaimed Republic” 
of Somaliland this morning launched “a large-scale of- 
fensive against rebel positions." The radio further re- 
ported that "regular troops immediately broke through 
enemy lines" and the clashes lasted several hours in 
southeastern Burao, 150 km away from Hargeysa. The 
“government” forces’ offensive is the latest episode in a 
clan war which has been dividing the Issa community, 
to which "President" Egal belongs. The “government” 
is not recognized by the international community. 


Several clans of Issa nomad fighters have rebelled 
against the "president's" authority and are demanding 
regional autonomy status for their 19,000 km-territory 
along the Djibouti and Ethiopian borders. 


On 12 August, violent clashes broke out between Egal’s 
soldiers and Issa militiamen. According to THE VOICE 
OF HARGEYSA, one of the numerous "Somaliland" 
newspapers, the 12 August clashes lasted nearly one 
hour and "claimed a lot of lives" within the Issa 
fighters’ ranks. The newspaper added that about a 
dozen "government" soldiers were reportedly killed. 
THE VOICE OF HARGEYSA stated that "government" 
forces have taken up position in Jidhi, northwestern 
Somaliland, which until recently served as the Issa 
fighters’ military base. 


The nomadic militiamen last week launched an offen- 
sive against the town of Barisle, 5 km away from the 
Djibouti border, so Djibouti placed its Army on alert. 


Somaliland, a former British colony, declared indepen- 
dence from the rest of Somalia, a former Italian colony, 
in 1991 following the fall of the dictator, Siad Barre. 
No country has recognized Somaliland’s independence. 


Aidid Orders All Individuals To Surrende. 
Weapons 

AB1608111295 Paris AFP in English 

1003 GMT 16 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 16 Aug (AFP) 
— Somali warlord Mohamed Farah Aidid Wednesday 
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{16 August] ordered all armed factions, clans and 
individuals to surrender their weapons to his “national 
army” in the next six months. 


Aidid, whose supporters declared him “interim presi- 
dent” in June, warned that the “army” would disarm the 
groups if they failed to turn in the weapons. 


The arms include artillery pieces, 106mm recoilless 
rifles, anti- »ircraft missiles, machine-guns, grenades 
and mines. 


Aidid promised to pay for weapons surrendered after 
their value was assessed by arms experts, a statement 
from his office said. 


Weapons intended for personal protection would be 
allowed, but they must not be displayed in public during 
the six-month period, which will be followed by a total 
ban on the private possession of weapons in Somalia, 
the south Mogadishu strongrnan said. 


Aidid announced the formation of a "government" and 
"a national army” soon after he was declared interim 
president. His administration has been denounced by 
other rival factions. 


According to the circular, all arms markets throughout 
the country, including those in the breakaway northern 
region of Somaliland, will be closed. 


Observers here said Aidid’s decree was likely to be seen 
here as a declaration of war against his two main rivals, 
Osman Hassan Ali "Atto" and Ali Mahdi Mohamed, 
who both control heavy weapons. 


Mogadishu is awash with weapons, which can easily be 
bought from the large Bakara market, and gunmen erect 
their own checkpoints in the city to extort money from 
residents. 


The city was calm Wednesday after two nights of 
exchanges of machine-gun fire between unidentified 
gunmen. No casualty figures were available. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying aiid dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Iranian Foreign Minister Velayati Continues Visit 
Foreign Affairs Spokesman on Talks 


MB1508163695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1507 GMT 15 Aug 95 


{Interview with Department of Foreign Affairs 
spokesman Peter Swanepoel by San Reddy on the "PM 
Live” program; place not given — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Reddy] Iranian Foreign Min- 
ister "Ali Akbar Velayati arrived in South Africa today 
on a three-day visit to promote political and ecoromic 
relations between the two countries. Iran, being one of 
the biggest suppliers of oil to South Africa, reached an 
agreement last month with authorities here to store 15 
million barrels of oil at Saldanha Bay. This move drew 
sharp reaction from the United States. The two countries 
will sign an agreement to establish a joint commission 
to forge closer economic links. So where is this relation- 
sh.) heading? We put this question to Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson Peter Swanepoel. Mr. Swanepoel, where 
is this whole relationship heading? 


[Swanepoel] Well San, apart from the oil issue, obvi- 
ously the iranian foreign minister's visit to South Africa 
is also to look at other aspects in the relationship be- 
tween the two countries. That's why the joint commis- 
sion was established today — to look at “ow we can 
in future further consolidate and strengt) ‘.+¢ existing 
relations between the two countries. 


[Reddy] Can you give us more details i‘ ‘us stage of 
the meeting between the two foreign ministers? 


[Swanepovl] Well, it was conducted in a very friendly 
atmosphere, and, as I said, although the oil agreements 
came to the fore, that was not the only aspect that the 
discussions centered on. It was looking at what mutual 
aspects can we look at through a joint commission to 
strengthen the relationship between the two countries. 


[Reddy] What other mutual aspects did they discuss? 


[Swanepoel] Well, aiong others, what one finds is that 
there can be an expansion or development of tourism 
between the two countries. Something else that was 
mentioned is that the two countries, respectively, would 
participate in one another’s international exhibitions 
— in other words, looking at ways where the people 
of South Africa as well as the people of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran can get to know one another a bit 
better. 


{Reddy} Well, Washington's not too happy about South 
Africa storing Iranian oil at Saldanha Bay. What's your 
reaction to all of this? 


[Swanepoel] Well, we've responded before. As you 
know our deputy minister also participated in a discus- 
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sion with the American ambassador recently on SABC 
{South African Broadcasting Corporation] television. | 
understand that today the American ambassador made it 
known that he wants to pursue the matter again with our 
foreign minister, and obviously it would be premature 
for us to react until such a meeting has taken place. 


[Reddy] Various critics at home have also lashed out 
against relations between South Africa and Iran due 
to its poor...[pauses] it’s associated with having a 
poor human rights abuse...human rights record, rather. 
What's your reaction to that? 


[Swanepoel] Well, the opportunity was taken today 
to discuss the alleged human rights infringements by 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Iranian Foreign 
Minister responded by conveying his government's 
views on the matter. 


Velayati Notes U.S. Opposition to Oil Deal 


4.B1508170195 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in Afrikaans 1600 GMT 15 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] South Africa shook off U.S. 
Opposition to an agreement to store Iranian oil at 
Saldanha today when it welcomed the Iranian minister 
of foreign affairs on a tiree-day visit. Dr. ‘Ali Akbar 
Velayati said after the first round of talks in Cape Town 
that an agreement will be signed soon. Denis Cruywagen 
reports: 


[Begin recording] [Cruywagen] The storage and market- 
ing of up to 15 million barrels of Iranian oil at Saldanha 
will mean millions for South Africa. The United States 
wants South Africa to abandon the agreement because 
it is contrary to American trade and investment sanc- 
tions against Iran. At a news conference in Cape Town, 
Iran's minister of foreign affairs reacted in this way: 


[Velayati, ‘n Englisii] We don’t care [laughs] because 
this is not the first time that the United States is against 
our cooperation with other countries, but fortunately 
they have failed in their policy. 


[Cruywagen] Minister of Mineral and Energy Affairs 
Pik Botha says he will bring up this issue in Parliament 
tomorrow. However, the agreement is in South Africa’s 
interest. 


[Botha, in English} South Africa stands to gain from 
this relationship with Iran, and I’m there to serve the 
interest of my country. [end recording] 


The U.S. ambassador to South Africa, Mr. Princeton 
Lyman, denied that the United States is trying to 
prescribe to South Africa. He said South Africa should 
remember that Iran is opposed to the Middle East peace 
process and that it supports international terrorism. 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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(Johannesburg SAPA in English at 1634 GMT on 15 
August adds: “The United States had become over- 
sensitive about increased South African/Iran trade and 
had blown it ‘out of all proportion,’ Mineral and Energy 
Affairs Minister Pik Botha said. "I really hope that our 
American friends begin to understand that we have our 
interests at heart,’ he said after he met Iranian Foreign 
Minister "Ali Akbar Velayati in Cape Town. 


{"Earlier, Velayati and Foreign Affairs Minister Alfred 
Nzo signed a protocol of co-operation between the 
two countries. Sveaking after the ceremony the Iranian 
minister said the U.S. should refrain from interfering in 
the internal policies of other countries and review its 
economic ezabargs against his country.”] 


Countries To Form Joint Commission 


LD1608075395 Tehran IRNA in English 
0644 GMT 16 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town, Aug 16 (IRNA) 
— The visiting Iranian Foreign Minister, "Ali Akbar 
Velayati, and his South African counterpart Alfred Nzo 
here Tuesday [15 August] signed an agreement for the 
formation of the joint commission between the two 
countries. 


Bilateral relations and mutual cooperation at regional 
and interantional levels were among major topics dis- 
cussed by the two officials. 


In the meeting, Velayati termed signing of the agree- 
ment for economic, political and cultural cooperation 
and formation of the joint commission as a serious step 
taken in the way of promction of overall relations be- 
tween the two states. 


Voicing Iran’s readiness to upgrade economic, trade and 
political tie. with South Africa, the Iranian minister 
announced that tne Islamic Republic is also ready to 
help South Africa in its reconstruction effort. 


Referring to the admission of South African students 
into Iranian universities, Velayati said that the measure 
would serve as an effective step towards expansion of 
bilateral cultural ties. 


Commenting on the importance of regional cooperation 
between developing nations, he stressed that participa- 
tion of South Africa in regional organizations including 
the Economic Cooperation Organizaiion (ECO), will be 
a positive and useful move for that country. 


Meanwhile, Nzo stressed that since establishment of ties 
between the two countries last year, bilateral relations 
have taken an upward trend. 


The two ministers agreed to cooperate in such interna- 
tional areas as opposition to the deployment of chem- 
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ical weapons, support for the Nonproliferation Treaty, 
protesting against human rights violation, and having ac- 
tivities within the framework of the non-aligned move- 
ment. 


Velayati arrived here Tuesday for a three-day official 
visit on the first leg of his tour to three African 
states which will also take him to Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique. 


Velayati Says U.S. ‘Must Stop Interfering’ 


LD1608103695 Tehran IRIB Television First Program 
Network in Persian 0930 GMT 16 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Islamic Republic of Iran 
and the Republic of South Africa have signed an 
economic cooperation agreement. The agreement was 
sigiued on 15 August by Foreign Affairs Minister ’Ali 
Akbar Velayati and his South African counterpart. 


Velayati arrived in South Africa on 15 A> * «° the 
head of a high-ranking delegation for a |< visit. 
After signing the agreement, our foreig: ‘irs * \inister 
spoke about the formation of a jointcon. . > by the 


two countries. 


Velayati said: The United States must stop interfering 
in Iran’s affairs. He stressed that U.S. efforts to isolate 
Iran had failed. The agreement signed in Cape Town 
by the two countries will facilitate Iran's access to the 
African markets. 


Velayati added that South Africa can also use Iran for 
better access to Central Asia and the other republics of 
the former Soviet Union. 


Yesterday, the United States once again criticized South 
Africa for persisting with its decision to store Iranian oil 
despite the ongoing U.S. sanctions. 


De Klerk: U.S. Demands ‘Irrational’ 


LD 1608081495 Tehran IRNA in English 
0723 GMT 16 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town, Aug 16 (IRNA) 
— The South African Vice Piesident Tuesday [15 
August} night said his country would not allow the 
United States to impose its irrational demands. 


F.W. de Klerk made the remark in a meeting with the 
visiting Iranian Foreign Minister "Ali Akbar Velayati. 


Expressing satisfaction over the positive trend in bilat- 
eral ties, the South African official said the U.S. dictates 
its policies on the world countries. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Velayati said that bilateral close relations in the past 
year indicated to the great potentials for mutual coop- 
eration which should be explored by the two countries’ 
joint commission. 


Velayati underlined the need for cooperation in the 
fields of oil, agriculture, industry, and mines in which 
both countries have experience. 


The Iranian official lauded efforts made by the South 
African vice president in the promotion of bilateral ties 
and invited F.W. de Klerk to visit Iran. F.W. de Klerk 
in reply welcomed the invitation and hoped to visit Iran 
in the near future. 


Minister Criticizes U.S. ‘Double Standard’ 


LD1608090495 Tehran IRNA in English 
0831 GMT 16 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town, Aug 16 (IRNA) 
— The South African Minister of Energy and Mines, 
Pik Botha, here Tuesday said that the U.S. has adopted 
a double standard towards the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


Botha was speaking in a meeting with the visiting 
Iranian Foreign Minister, “Ali Akbar Velayati, in which 
the two ministers discussed mutual relations. 


He announced that an agreement for Tehran-Cape Town 
cooperation will be signed within the next two weeks. 


At the end of the meeting he told reporters that the U.S. 
has accused Iran of being involved in the plane crash 
over Lockerbie while it was later proved that Iran had 
nc hand in the incident. 


He referred to the 1980-88 Iraqgi-imposed war on Iran 
as another example of the U.S. double standard towards 
Iran, saying that the U.S. supported Iraq in the war while 
during Iraq’s aggression on Kuwait the U.S. unilaterally 
defended Kuwait. 


Commenting on the irrational U.S. demand for South 
Africa not providing oil facilities to Iran, Botha stated 
that while no European country has supported the U.S. 
President Bill Clinton’s plan, there was no reason for 
South Africa to do so. 


Since the South African Government attaches great 
importance to its national interests, it is interested in 
having cooperation with Iran in oil and mine sectors, 
thé South African minister added. 


Velayati arrived here Tuesday for a three-day visit. He 
is also to pay visits to Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 
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Energy Minister Rejects U.S. Objections 


MB1608104595 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Aug 95 p 3 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town — South Africa 
[SA] would override U.S. objections and sign a mullti- 
million rand oil storage deal with Iran within weeks, 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha said 
yesterday. 


Speaking after a meeting with Iran’s Foreign Minister, 
"Ali Akbar Velayati, Botha took a hard line on U.S. 
Objections to the deal in terms of which Iran will store 
15-million barrels of oil at the Cape West Coast Sal- 
danha storage site developed during world oil sanctions 
on the former apartheid government. 


The deal is worth about R50-million [rands] a year 
to SA, which will trade the oil to African and South 
American nations. Apartheid SA bought oil officially 
from Iran until 1979 when the Shah was overthrown by 
Ayatollah Khamene’i in the fundamentalist revolution. 
The U.S. has asked the world community to impose 
sanctions on Iran in protest at what it claims is an Iranian 
drive to develop a military nuclear capacity. 


Botha indicated SA would not impose sanctions when 
European countries which did far more trade with Iran 
were not doing so. "Not a single European country 
has followed the U.S. order signed by President Bill 
Clinton. Why should SA? It is clearly not in our interest 
and I hope that our American friends will now start to 
understand that we have our own interests at heart," 
Botha said. 


He said he intended dealing with "U.S. sensitivities" 
during question time in Parliament today. 


Velayati, who earlier yesterday met his SA counterpart 
Alfred Nzo, signed a co-operation agreement linking SA 
and Iran. Later, after meeting Botha, he said discussions 
had been held on "tripartite co-operation between SA, 
Iran and the former Soviet Union". SA would be 
guaranteed access to central Asia and Russia through 
Iran. 


Velayati indicated that all three countries had advanced 
mineral and mining sectors and there was scope for co- 
Operation between the three. The Iranian Minister of 
Mineral Affairs would visit SA shortly, he said. 


"Our oil minister has already been here and had 
preliminary discussions, and we hope that in the near 
future we will sign the final agreement on oil co- 
operation. The use of these storage facilities is to the 
benefit of both countries. It is compatible with the 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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national interest of Iran and SA. We used to have oil 
CO- Operation in the past." 


Asked about U.S. objections to the deal, he said: "We 
don’t care. This is not the first time that the U.S. has 
been against our co-operation with other countries. They 
have failed in their policy. We have a long tradition in 
oil co-operation between SA and Iran. The technicians 
are familiar with the technology and the refineries here 
are compatible with our oil." 


Minister Nzo To Meet With U.S. Envoy 


MB1608095895 Johannesbu:_ SAPA in English 
0948 GMT 16 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town August 16 SAPA 
— Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo is to meet United States 
ambassador to South Africa Princeton Lyman soon for 
talks on the Republic’s relations with Iran. 


The meeting, announced by Nzo on Wednesday, follows 
increasing U.S. pressure on South Africa to distance 
itself from Iran. The minister said he me’ .yman briefly 
on Wednesday morning, and the ambassador indicated 
he wanted to discuss the Iran issue. Nzo, who leaves 
for Botswana on Thursday for preparatory talks on 
the coming Southern African Development Conference 
summit, said he hoped the discussions would take place 
next week. 


South Africa and Iran signed an agreement on Tuesday 
paving the way for trade and technological co-operation 
between the two countries. Speaking after meeting 
visiting Iranian Foreign Minister "Ali Akbar Velayati 
on Tuesday, Mineral and Energy Minister Pik Botha 
said the Unites States had become over-sensitive about 
increased South African/Iranian trade and that the issue 
had been blown out of all proportion. Botha was the 
world’s longest serving foreign affairs minister prior to 
the formation of the government of national unity last 
year. 


South Africa and Iran recently upgraded relations to am- 
bassadorial level despite us pressure to impose sanctions 
against Iran. The two governments are on the verge of 
signing a deal to store 15 million barrels of oil at the 
Saldanha oil storage facility on the west coast. 


Asked what issues Lyman intended raising with Nzo, an 
ambassadorial spokesman said: "I think he'll keep those 
to himself. You can understand the delicacy of that." 


Defense Spending To Increase by 700 Million Rands 
MB1508173295 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has increased 
defense spending by 700 million rands. The move 
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comes in a 1,500-million-rand adjustment to the March 
budget. The adjustment, announced by Finance Minister 
Chris Liebenberg, also increases Intelligence Services 
spending by 200 million rands. Mr. Liebenberg says half 
the proceeds from a 1,200-million-rand sale of oil stocks 
is to be channeled through the RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] for capital projects. 


Armscor Procurement Agency Head Resigns 


MB1508172995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Armscor [Armaments Corpo- 
ration of South Africa] Procurement Agency head Tiel- 
man de Waal has announced his resignation. A state- 
ment issued by the Armscor board of directors in Preto- 
ria says Mr. De Waal has resigned in a bid to improve 
the image of the organization. The board said he had ex- 
pressed his disappointment that changes undertaken by 
Armscor had not gained the public confidence hoped 
for. Mr. De Waal, who was appointed chief executive 
in 1992, has overseen a turbulent period in Armscor’s 
history, including disclosures of illegal arms sales to 
the Middle East and debate over whether South Africa 
should scale down its arms industry. 


ANC Regional Organizer Shot Dead Near 
KwaMashu 


MB1508191195 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC’s regional organizer 
for Durban North, Mr. Joseph Nduli, has been found 
dead near KwaMashu. Mr. Nduli, who was 55, was 
apparently shot dead on his way home at the weekend. 
His bakkie [pickup] and pistol had been stolen. The 
motive for his killing is not yet known. 


ANC Provincial Secretary Senzo Mchunu says the ANC 
has learned with shock of Mr. Nduli’s death, which he 
says follows assassination attempts on ANC provincial 
MP’s Roy Ainslie and Bheki Cele. 


Johannesburg Man Attempts To Hijack Airliner 


MB1508211295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2112 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Aug 15 SAPA — 
A 31-year-old Johannesburg stock broker was arrested 
at Cape Town International Airport after trying to hijack 
a flight between Cape Town and Johannesburg, police 
said on Tuesday night [15 August). 


The man, on holiday in the Cape, was a passenger 
on Phoenix Airlines flight 2Q506 from Cape Town to 
Johannesburg which took off at 7:30 PM [1730 GMT]. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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About 30 minutes after take-off the man, carrying a 
black bag, walked up to the pilot’s cabin and demanded 
to be flown to Cuba. When told the Boeing 727 did not 
have enough fuel, he restated his demand to be taken to 
Cuba. 


The pilot decided to return to Cape Town and on landing 
the man was overpowered by two male members of 
the cabin crew. The black bag, which he had claimed 
contained explosives, was found to hold only a near- 
empty liquor bottle. 


The passengers disembarked down chutes and no seri- 
ous injuries were reported, expect for an elderly woman 
who suffered an ankle injury. 


The man was taken to Bellville police cells and will 
appear in the Bellville magistrate’s court on Wednesday 
on various charges under the Aviations Act. 


Phoenix Airlines said there was no general panic on the 
plane, which had a list of 104 passengers, at any stage. 


Missing RSA Prisoners Not on Angola’s List 


MB1508132895 Pretoria Radio Pretoria in Afrikaans 
0530 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has said that no names of South Africans appear on a 
list of prisoners handed to the International Committee 
of the Red Cross by UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] and the Angolan 
Government. However, the department has given the 
families of missing persons in Angola the assurance 
that all possible measures would be pursued to find out 
where the missing people are. 


South African Press Review for 16 Aug 
MB1608120695 
[FBIS Editorial Report) 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Regulation of Taxi Industry — Covernment "cannot 
hope to impose solutions" on the taxi industry given 
the “anarchic conditions" in the industry, according to 
a page-14 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 16 August. "But this does not mean 
that government has no role in setting and enforcing 
policy. The industry’s 400-odd associations, some of 
which are rumoured to have their own hit squads, 
have shown that they are incapable of peaceful self- 
regulation." Regulation would "ease the pressures for 
State subsidisation of the taxi trade," which is "infinitely 
preferable to informal regulation through the barrel of 


a gun." 
SOWETAN 


Zulu King ‘Better Off With President Mandela — "The 
apparent attempt by the KwaZulu/Natal government 
to refuse to fund King Goodwill Zwelithini’s trip 
to Ghana demolishes the Inkatha Freedom Party’s 
argument that it seeks the right to pay traditional leaders 
in order to dominate them politically," says a page- 
10 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
16 August. With relations being “openly sour" between 
King Zwelithini and the IFP-run legislature, "it is hard 
to find another reason for the inflexibility displayed by 
the legislature. Wherever he is, the King must be more 
convinced than ever that he is better off sticking with 
President Mandela than the chief in Ulundi." 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Niger 


No Solution to Crisis Despite Cabinet Meeting 


LD1508205895 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 15 May 19 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Niger, a cabinet meeting 
did take place this morning and President Mahamane 
Ousmane attended it. It is a major event, since the latest 
such meeting took place on 22 June. 


Although the president and the prime minister have 
met, the institutional crisis does not seem to have been 
solved. Moussa Kaka reports: 


[Kaka] The issue of the appointment of cadres to the 
high offices of the state is still the bone of contention 
between the government and the presidency. According 
to the government spokesman, the government allowed 
the meeting to take place without touching on the issue 
of these appointments in order to highlight its desire 
to ease this conflict, and mainly in order to give a 
positive response to the request of former Beninese 
President Hubert Maga, and of the current Beninese 
foreign minister. 


The government, however, told the president that it is 
imperative for this issue to be on the agenda of the next 
cabinet meeting — which is scheduled to take place in 
two weeks’ time — in order to normalize for good the 
way the executive works in Niger. 


As for the presidency, it is still waiting for the measures 
taken by Prime Minister Hama Amadou, during the first 
cabinet meeting he chaired, to be annulled. According 
to the government spokesman, all the general directors 
appointed to several state companies and bodies will 
remain in their posts until a cabinet meeting confirms 
or invalidates their posts. 


By the look of it, we are not out of the woods yet, and 
a crisis may erupt any time before the decision of the 
Supreme Court, to which the government has submitted 
the matter. 


Nigeria 
Liberia’s Faction Leaders Arrive For Peace Talks 


AB1608103095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 16 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Leaders of the warring factions 
in the Liberian crisis have been arriving in Abuja for a 
mini ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] summit on ways of resolving the conflict. The 
summit is to seek ways of implementing all accords 
towards a peaceful resolution of the crisis. The radio 
Nigeria Network News correspondent in Abuja reports 
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that the leader of the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia], Mr. Charles Taylor, is among faction leaders 
already in the Capital Territory for the talks. 


A closed-door meeting of the faction leaders is sched- 
uled to (?hold) today to be followed by a ministerial 
session of ECOWAS member states. Heads of state of 
ECOWAS Committee of Nine on the Liberian conflict 
are expected to open the mini summit which begins in 
Abuja at the we vkend. 


More on Clash With Cameroonian Troops in 
Bakasi 


AB1I508190295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been another clash 
between Nigerian and Cameroonian troops in the 
Bakassi [Bakasi] Peninsula, the oil-rich region which is 
at the heart of a long-running border dispute between 
the two countries. Our Lagos correspondent, Sola 
Odunfa, reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] Nigerian Army authorities in 
Lagos have confirmed reports of recent fighting with 
Cameroonian soldiers in southeastern Nigeria. The bat- 
tle took place about a fortnight ago. Reports from the 
disputed area said that it started with Cameroonian sol- 
diers attacking and overrunning a Nigerian Army camp. 
The Nigerian troops regrouped and launched a coun- 
terattack. The ensuing battle, according to the report, 
lasted four days. The Cameroonians were dislodged. A 
Nigerian newspaper correspondent said that the bodies 
of 27 Cameroonian soldiers were found floating down 
the river near the battle area last weekend. However, a 
Nigerian Army spokesman in Lagos described the en- 
counter as a minor skirmish. He would not give details. 


Last Thursday [10 August], Cameroon’s Vice Prime 
Minister Hamadou Moustapha flew into Abuja and held 
discussions with General Sani Abacha. It was not known 
if the recent military hostilities were discussed. The oil- 
rich Bakassi Peninsula is the subject of legal dispute 
between Nigeria and Cameroon at the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague. The territory remains 
under Nigerian control, pending the court’s findings, 
but there are occasional clashes between the forces 
of the two nations stationed in adjacent villages. [end 
recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Senegal 


Casamance Separatists Murder Civilian in 
Karounate 


AB1608120095 Paris AFP in French 
1912 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Dakar, 15 Aug (AFP) — A man 
had his throat cut in Casamance last night by elements 
claiming to belong to the Movement of Democratic 
Forces of Casamance [MFDC], it was learned from an 
authoritative source in Dakar. 


The victim, whose identity was not disclosed, was 
killed in the village of Karounate, close to Oussouye, 
45 km southwest Ziguinchor, the regional capital of 
Casamance. 


According to an informed source, the Casamancese 
separatists blamed the victim for his contacts with the 
Senegalese administration. This murder has brought to 
44 the number of people — civilians, soldiers, and 
separatists — killed in Casamance since 20 June, the 
day Father Augustin Diamacoune, the MFDC secretary 
general, appealed for a cease-fire. Father Diamacoune 
is sti!] under house arrest in Zinguinchor. 


Violent fighting took place recently in Casamance, 
mainly in the Babonda forest, where 23 Senegalese sol- 
diers were killed and 14 others wounded by the sep- 
aratists on 25 July. The Senegalese Army has recap- 
tured Babonda which is located at Senegal’s border with 
Guinea-Bissau. Babonda is considered a stronghold of 
the Casamancese separatists. 


Sierra Leone 


RUF Not To Attend Freetown National Conference 


AB1508161395 Paris AFP in English 
0816 GMT 15 Aug 95 


[By Rod Mac Johnson] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Aug 15 (AFP) — 
A national conference to discuss how to return war-torn 
Sierra Leone to democratic rule opens here Tuesday 
[15 August], but without the rebel Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF), an election official said. 


James Jonah, chairman of the Interim National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), told AFP that Foday Sankoh’s 
RUF had not replied to an invitation to join the three- 
day event. 
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"We issued an invitation through a third party but up to 
this moment we have not received any response," Jonah 
said late Monday. 


"I regret this very much as this is an opportunity for 
the RUF to join other Sierra Leoneans to chart a new 
course for the country," he added. 


The talks are scheduled to begin under tight security 
around 10:00 a.m. (1OOOGMT) at a conference centre at 
Freetown’s Lumley Beach, which in pre-war days was 
a popular spot for visiting wealthy tourists. Around 250 
Officials representing some 70 delegations are expected 
to take part. 


According to Jonah, subjects under discussion will in- 
clude the security situation, the election timetable, pro- 
portional representation, a code of conduct for political 
parties during election campaigns and financial regula- 
tions for parties. 


Delegates to the conference include representatives 
of student organisations, universities, trade unions, 
women’s organisations, traditional chiefs and represen- 
tatives of Sierra Leonean refugees currently living in 
neighbouring Guinea and Liberia. 


The junta led by Captain Valentine Strasser has 
promised to hand over power to an elected government 
in early 1996 after elections at the end of this year. 


But many observers feel that with nearly 40 percent 
of Sierra Leone’s 4.5 million people displaced by the 
civil war, the only form of elections that could be 
held would be a highly modified form of proportional 
representation. 


The possibility of postponing the elections is also to be 
discussed at the conference. 


Sankoh began his rebellion in the extreme southeast of 
the poverty-stricken country in late March 1991. The 
war has left some 10,000 dead, according to official 
figures. 


A group of junior officers ousted the man Sankoh origi- 
nally wanted to overthrow, former president Joseph Mo- 
moh, in a coup in April 1992, but the RUF nevertheless 
continued the war. 


Momoh is now in exile in neighbouring Guinea but his 
All People’s Congress (APC) party is among 17 political 
groupings provisionally registered by INEC. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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